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incumbent upon President Trump as 
our Nation’s leader to demonstrate to 
them and to all Americans that dis-
crimination and violence against any 
individual because of who he is, whom 
he loves, and how he worships will not 
be tolerated in this country. 

When I stood here last year, I called 
for a greater investment in the Federal 
Government’s effort to both try to pre-
vent hate crimes and fully investigate 
and prosecute them whenever they 
happen. After President Trump took 
office, I was joined by a number of my 
Senate colleagues in urging him and 
the Attorney General to support robust 
funding for the Department of Justice’s 
programs that combat bias-motivated 
crimes. I believe a documented in-
crease in hate crimes demands an in-
crease in the resources that are com-
mitted to fighting this problem. Yet 
the budget put forward by President 
Trump and Attorney General Sessions 
seeks no increases. In fact, it proposes 
cutting more than 100 staff from the 
Department of Justice’s Civil Rights 
Division. 

This administration has failed to 
step up and speak out against this dis-
turbing trend across our country or to 
commit the resources necessary to 
fight it. 

Instead of showing the moral leader-
ship our Nation needs in the face of in-
creasing hatred and division, President 
Trump and his administration have 
taken steps to roll back our Nation’s 
progress in many areas, including 
progress for the LGBT community. 

Rather than issue a proclamation 
recognizing Pride Month and commit-
ting to address the many challenges 
still facing LGBT Americans, President 
Trump recently issued an Executive 
order that could open the door to dis-
crimination with Federal taxpayer dol-
lars. 

Rather than stand up for transgender 
students facing bullying, harassment, 
and discrimination, this administra-
tion rescinded guidance to schools 
about the rights of those vulnerable 
young people under Federal law. 

Rather than building on the steps 
taken to better understand the needs of 
LGBT people by simply counting us, 
the Trump administration has walked 
back efforts to ask about LGBT Ameri-
cans in Federal surveys at the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
and the Census Bureau. 

Simply put, President Trump has not 
lived up to his vow to be a President 
for all Americans. 

But where I come from, in Wisconsin, 
our State motto consists of one word: 
‘‘Forward.’’ I believe that no matter 
who is in the Oval Office, our country 
must move in only one direction—for-
ward. 

Remember, while Pride Month is, of 
course, about celebration—of who we 
are and of how far we have come—it is 
just as much about bravely standing up 
and speaking out so that others will 
not feel compelled to live in silence. 

To the survivors of the Pulse shoot-
ing and the families and friends of 

those who were murdered and who feel 
the wounds of this tragedy most deep-
ly, we hear your voices and we are in-
spired by your strength. 

As a community, we have never been 
deterred by tragedy and will not be 
now. One of the early leaders in our 
fight for equality was Harvey Milk, and 
he was also struck down by violent ha-
tred. Harvey Milk famously said: 
‘‘Hope will never be silent.’’ 

So today I rise to remind us of the 
power of hope in the face of tragedy. 
We must continue to work to pass on 
to the next generation a country that 
is more equal, not less. We must re-
main strong in fighting any rollback of 
progress, large or small. 

There is more work to be done to en-
sure that all Americans are protected 
from hatred and discrimination, and 
the work toward full equality for 
LGBTQ people and their families re-
mains far from complete. 

For myself and those who stand 
united this Pride Month, we are guided 
by our uniquely American values. It is 
about freedom—the freedom to realize 
our founding belief that all Americans 
are created equal under the law. It is 
about fairness—whether gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender Americans 
deserve to be treated just like their 
family members, their friends, their 
neighbors, their fellow workers. It is 
about opportunity—about whether 
every American gets to dream the 
same dreams, chase the same ambi-
tions, and have the same shot at suc-
cess. 

This is the promise of America, and 
we must fight to make sure we keep it. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session for consider-
ation of the following nomination, 
which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Kenneth P. 
Rapuano, of Virginia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be 30 
minutes of debate on the nomination, 
equally divided in the usual form. 

The Senator from Florida. 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE PULSE NIGHTCLUB MASS 

SHOOTING IN ORLANDO 
Mr. NELSON. Madam President, I 

will not be addressing the matter be-
fore us because I have just come from 
Orlando, where so many are feeling 
such deep, deep sorrow today. It has 
been 1 year since the tragic attack on 
the Pulse nightclub in Orlando. 

The horror of that early morning 
still remains fresh for so many, espe-
cially those hundreds and hundreds of 
people who gathered at the Pulse 
nightclub this morning on the occasion 
of 1 year since the tragedy. There was 

quite a ceremony to remember the 49 
innocent souls we lost. It was a mas-
sacre of huge proportions by a ter-
rorist. 

What terrorists want to do is to di-
vide people. They want to terrorize 
them. They inject fear. Interestingly, 
the terrorist, whose name was Omar 
Mateen—although he changed the lives 
of so many, he took the lives of 49 peo-
ple. He changed a lot of other lives of 
those who were wounded, and, of 
course, the families of the 49 victims 
are still suffering. 

Interestingly, a terrorist wants to di-
vide and inject fear, but this has had 
the opposite effect in Orlando. It has 
unified people. It has unified the com-
munity as I have never seen before. It 
has unified our State; indeed, it has 
unified our Nation. So quite the oppo-
site effect has happened from what the 
terrorist intended—other than the 
slaughter of 49 innocent lives. Sadly, 
these are the 49, and they are all being 
honored today. It was a very moving 
ceremony. 

One of the causes that came out of 
the unification of Orlando is that—in-
stead of creating a number of victims’ 
funds—they put it all into one fund. 
Tens of millions of dollars have now 
gone into that fund, and it is helping to 
finance some of the victims who sur-
vived and their medical expenses, some 
of the families and the loved ones of 
those who were lost. 

Interestingly, being there, suddenly 
those moments came rushing back. I 
heard about it early on a Sunday morn-
ing when the news broke about the 
massacre the night before, which had 
occurred in the early morning hours. 
As I raced from my home to downtown 
Orlando on South Orange Avenue, I was 
able to get on the telephone the No. 3 
at the FBI, and he gave me authoriza-
tion to tell what they originally were 
anticipating had happened. Once I got 
to the scene, I was able to share that. 
Of course, they had a representative of 
the FBI on the scene. They had set up 
a command post. Mayor Buddy Dyer 
had taken charge. It was quite a scene. 

The tales of heroism are nonstop. 
The Orlando Police Department SWAT 
team, which went inside—before they 
could get the SWAT team there, mem-
bers of the Police Department and the 
Sheriff’s Department were there. One 
block away was a fire station that be-
came a triage point. First responders 
got there and were trying to save peo-
ple’s lives. It was because of the mas-
sive number of casualties—49—that 
while the gunman Mateen was holed up 
in one of the bathrooms with hostages, 
some whom he had already shot had 
bled to death. While he was in the 
bathroom, police and paramedics were 
going in and pulling people out in those 
dark hours of the early morning. Of 
course, they were using whatever vehi-
cle—if there was a pickup truck, they 
would put the victims on the truck. 
Fortunately, Orlando Regional Medical 
Center is only about six to eight blocks 
away, and, of course, it is a trauma 
center hospital. 
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About a week later, I went to see the 

trauma surgeons. A resident who had 
been getting his residency there as a 
trauma surgeon was so moved by that 
experience that he put on his Facebook 
page what he was feeling and showed a 
picture of his bloody shoes that he 
didn’t even recognize because he was so 
busy. It was not until the next day that 
he looked at those shoes. He put a pic-
ture of that on his Facebook page, and 
he wrote: To be a trauma surgeon and 
have waves of people coming in, I 
didn’t know if they were Black or 
White; I didn’t know if they were gay 
or straight. All I knew was I was doing 
everything I could to save lives. 

In some cases, they would make an 
initial prep; then they would get the 
victim, who was still living, up to the 
operating room where other surgeons 
were taking over. In some cases, they 
did not have time. They had to do the 
operation right there in the trauma 
center. Fortunately, the one trauma 
center in all of Central Florida is right 
there at Orlando Regional Medical Cen-
ter. 

So a terrorist, perhaps aided and 
abetted by his wife—this is an open 
question, and that determination has 
not been made. A terrorist tried to di-
vide us as a nation, just as they had be-
fore on 9/11 and at San Bernardino and 
in so many other cases where they had 
been foiled. There are others whom you 
can’t label as terrorists, but they are 
in their own ways—all the killings that 
have occurred at schools. If you lump 
all of that together, they try to divide 
us. Yet Orlando came together, united. 
They have a catch phrase for it. It is 
called Orlando Strong. 

America is a nation of compassion, 
generosity, kindness, and respect. 
Those are precisely the qualities we 
saw from the people of Orlando when 
they came together a year ago, and 
this Senator saw that again in vivid de-
tail this morning. 

We are forever grateful for the brav-
ery and heroism of the police, the first 
responders, the sheriff’s department, 
the FBI, the families, and victims help-
ing other victims. We are forever 
grateful for the trauma surgeons and 
the operating room nurses and doctors, 
as they saved lives. We are forever 
grateful for the hospital and how it 
completely accommodated all of this 
mass confusion and how it forgave all 
of the medical expenses for those who 
had been victims, both the living and 
the dead. We are forever grateful for 
those who rushed to the scene that 
night in the face of uncertainty, in the 
pitch darkness of that nightclub, not 
knowing where the shooter was. We are 
forever grateful for the skills of the ne-
gotiators as they tried to talk the 
shooter down. Ultimately, when he 
came out with the automatic weapons 
blazing, they had to take him down. 

To all of those heroes, we say thank 
you. To all of those heroes who are also 
the families of these victims, we say 
thank you. To the victims’ families 
and loved ones, we want to say that 

even though you lost those loved ones, 
they did not die in vain. Out of evil, 
what we have seen is good. 

Thanks to all of Orlando, not only for 
what you did that night, but thank you 
for what you do every day. A year 
later, I can report to the Senate that 
we are Orlando Strong. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MORAN). The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, a year ago 
today, Americans—myself included— 
awoke to the shocking news that 49 of 
our fellow Americans had been killed 
overnight in one of the deadliest mass 
shootings, mass attacks in our Na-
tion’s history. 

I recall that day. It was a Sunday 
morning. I was home, and we were get-
ting ready to go to church, as we do. 
The news was on. We don’t usually turn 
on the TV. That day, the text messages 
were coming in, and it spoke about this 
horrifying incident that occurred over-
night. The news reports were still 
sketchy. 

For whatever reason—be it because 
of our work here or a bad gut feeling— 
I remember telling my family that I 
was going to get in my truck and drive 
the 3 hours to Orlando to be there be-
cause I felt there was something be-
yond the scale and scope of it, a little 
bit different about this horrifying at-
tack. As I drove north on the Florida 
turnpike, the updates on the radio kept 
coming in. The scale of it was unbeliev-
able. The numbers kept climbing, and 
there was still not a lot of detail about 
what was behind it. 

After I arrived on the scene and was 
able to interact with some of our Fed-
eral authorities and State authorities 
who were there, the picture still wasn’t 
abundantly clear, but the one thing 
that began to emerge was, this was the 
act of a single individual inspired by an 
ideology of hate and supported in the 
pursuit of that ideology by people who 
before that and since then have been 
responsible for attacks all over the 
world. 

I think the part that was perhaps 
most troubling for a lot of people is— 
especially for me, I found myself at 
that time, 45 years of age, at the half-
way point between the age of the peo-
ple who would have been there and the 
age of someone whose child might have 
been there, and the randomness of it— 
the notion that a lot of young people 
went out that night to have a good 
time with their friends. It was Latin 
night. This was a well-known nightclub 
in the LGBT community in Central 
Florida. I don’t think that when you 
get up at night and get dressed and go 
out that you think one of the risks in-
volved is you are going to end up inter-

acting with a jihadist terrorist. That is 
what happened that night. 

The other part that was so startling 
is, so often for so many of us, these bad 
things happen somewhere else. They 
happen in France. They happen in Lon-
don. They happened on 9/11 in New 
York City. This happened in Florida, 
just down the street from a place that 
I had been a year earlier—a small busi-
ness, furniture store whose owners I 
had gotten to know as I was writing a 
book about small businesses and the 
like. The familiarity of it, how close it 
was to home, and the idea that the war 
on terror had not just come to America 
that day but it had come to Central 
Florida. Ultimately, we learned it had 
come to impact people whom we knew 
through others and whose stories 
sounded quite familiar. 

We now know it was the worst attack 
on U.S. soil since September 11 of 2001. 
In this time when we are having so 
many debates about whom we are 
going to allow into our country and 
what criteria we are going to use and 
from what places they can come, it is 
important to stop and remember that 
the individual—whose name I will not 
even say because I think one of the 
hopes he had is that he would go down 
in history as a famous person, but this 
individual lived in our country for a 
long time. He lived among us since the 
day he was born. He was not someone 
who had come on an airplane or had re-
cently arrived from another culture, 
another society. He was an American, 
born and raised in the United States. If 
my memory doesn’t fail me, I believe 
he was born in Queens, NY. 

What strikes me is, he benefited from 
everything this country offers: free-
dom, liberty. He knew people. He lived 
among fellow Americans his whole life. 
He went to work every morning along-
side them. He had all of the blessings 
and the opportunities and everything 
this country provides. Yet even that 
was not enough to somehow inspire 
him not just to take on this evil ide-
ology but to act on it. 

Obviously, the attack was personal 
for the 49 families with stories of their 
own and of course the countless others 
who were injured. I know it was per-
sonal to the LGBT community and 
Central Florida. As I said, Pulse was a 
well-known cornerstone of the commu-
nity, particularly for younger people. 

As I said earlier, this was deeply per-
sonal for Floridians and for the people 
of Central Florida. I will get to that in 
a moment because I am extraordinarily 
proud of that community. I think it 
was personal for all Americans. 

When I arrived, I saw these people, 
largely still—I don’t know what time it 
was, but the attacks weren’t even 12 
hours old. I saw family members of 
people they loved or loved ones who 
were outside in desperate mode. You 
know that look on your face where, ‘‘I 
want to know what happened. I don’t 
know if the person I love is inside 
there. I haven’t heard from them.’’ 

One of the most chilling things I 
heard from law enforcement was that 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:13 Jun 13, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G12JN6.008 S12JNPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3387 June 12, 2017 
the cell phones were still buzzing as 
people were calling their loved ones. It 
brought home that this wasn’t just 49 
as a number. It is so easy to see that 
scroll across the television set. It is 
even easy to say it now, 49. They were 
49 human beings, 49 human beings with 
families who loved them, parents who 
loved them, siblings who loved them. I 
saw that firsthand when I got there. I 
saw the look of people behind the yel-
low rope who had no idea if someone 
whom they deeply loved and cared for 
lay dead on the other side of that tape. 

I remember not long after, crowds 
began to form and people started show-
ing up with signs that said things like: 
‘‘We’re with you.’’ ‘‘We love you.’’ This 
was early. I am talking about 12 to 13 
hours after the attack happened. 

I commend the law enforcement— 
Federal, State, local—who came to-
gether and responded. I saw people 
coming off duty, people who were not 
on duty that day, putting on the uni-
form and showing up to see how they 
could help. We saw the long lines of ev-
eryday citizens bringing food and water 
to support their efforts. Later that day, 
we saw long lines of Floridians lined up 
to donate blood. 

There is no doubt that this was a 
community that was heartbroken, but 
it was also a community that was un-
broken; that I believe woke up stronger 
and more united than it was when I 
went to sleep the night before. 

I think, ultimately, the man who 
committed this attack and the people 
who inspired him to do so would have 
been horrified by what they saw. I 
think they would have been horrified 
to see First Baptist Church in Or-
lando—a pillar of the Christian evan-
gelical community—opening its doors 
to the LGBT community and wel-
coming them and their families and 
holding services there. I think they 
would have been horrified by that. I 
think they would have been horrified 
by people putting aside, if but for a mo-
ment, their voter registration cards, 
their preferences in the upcoming elec-
tions, their backgrounds, the way their 
last names are pronounced or whom 
they love. They put all this aside and 
said: These are 49 Americans—and 
their families—who just died at the 
hands of an evil terrorist. We are com-
mitted to doing everything we can to 
provide support for them. I think these 
terrorists would have been horrified to 
see what has happened since that time. 

In so many ways, Central Florida 
grew up—and I mean that in a positive 
way—so much in the last year, in 
terms of coming together, in the sense 
of community, and obviously it is 
sometimes in tragedy that we see that 
happen. I think it served as an extraor-
dinary inspiration to communities all 
around the country who hope to 
achieve the same level of unity without 
the tragedy. 

While the attack may have succeeded 
in sowing death and heartbreak, it 
failed in sowing doubt about our way of 
life. In the year that has followed, we 

have seen hundreds of thousands of 
Americans come together in Orlando to 
celebrate the lives of the victims and 
to begin that healing process. 

In the weeks and months after the 
attack, memorials were established 
throughout downtown Orlando, mark-
ing the loss of 49 of our brothers and 
sisters. We saw ceremonies held in 
every part of the State, from Pensacola 
to Miami, FL. 

One thing that really stands out in 
particular is, one of the memorials was 
a set of 49 white crosses that rested 
aside the Orlando Regional Medical 
Center, the trauma center where a 
number of the victims were taken that 
morning. Those crosses are now at the 
Orange County Regional History Cen-
ter. Each one of these crosses is about 
3 to 4 feet high and has the name of one 
of the 49 victims. People from all 
across the Nation visited this memo-
rial, including, at the time, President 
Obama and Vice President Biden. They 
came to pay their respects and to leave 
a token of their mourning in the honor 
of those taken that night—cards and 
pictures, teddy bears and flowers were 
set around each cross, and people wrote 
notes and well-wishes on the crosses to 
honor the memory of each of the 49. 

When the crosses were taken by a po-
lice motorcade to the history center, 
one mother—I have chosen not to list 
her name because it is not for me to do, 
but she was there to assist that Tues-
day with moving that cross that rep-
resented her daughter. She and her 
husband, I think, by now know this, 
but we share a mutual friend in the Or-
lando area, and I have learned first-
hand from him just how hard the loss 
of their daughter was for them. 

In the end, before I am a Senator or 
anything else I do, I am a husband and 
a father, and I have a child whose name 
is the same as their daughter. I, for the 
life of me, cannot begin to fathom what 
they have gone through in the past 
year, along with 48 other families. 

As they moved her cross with her 
name on it, they saw a note on it that 
had been written by someone in the 
community. They don’t know who it 
was. The note was very simple, but it 
was very powerful. The note said: ‘‘I 
never knew you but I love you.’’ 

It strikes me that line, ‘‘I never knew 
you but I love you,’’ for those of us in 
the Christian faith, reminds us of what 
Christ said is one of our greatest Com-
mandments, to love your neighbor as 
yourself. 

For the past year, we have felt the 
deep pain. We have also seen in Orlando 
that it is united. ‘‘One Orlando.’’ At a 
time when we can always find some-
thing to divide us, a community came 
together to honor the memory of those 
who were lost. Each of them was a son 
or a daughter, a brother, a sister, a 
mother, a father, a husband, a wife, or 
a partner. In the end, they were a part 
of our families and our communities. 
Each of them, like all of us, had im-
mense promise and hope. Each in their 
own way were a part of what makes 

this country a great nation, and they 
were lost that terrible night 1 year ago, 
but they were loved. 

A year later, we remember them and 
those they left behind. I hope we will 
honor them by finding a way as a na-
tion to remember that despite our dif-
ferences on a vast number of issues, we 
are still one nation under God, the 
greatest Nation on Earth, the most ex-
traordinary people who have ever lived, 
a nation that is not simply a people 
bound together by a common blood or 
common heritage, a common ethnicity. 
America is more than a country. It is 
an idea, the idea that every single 
human being has a God-given right to 
live life as they so choose and to fulfill 
their potential. I hope we will continue 
to work here and everywhere we can to 
live up to that powerful idea that 
changed the world. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

All time has expired. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Rapuano nomi-
nation? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the 
Senator from Georgia (Mr. PERDUE), 
and the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 95, 
nays 1, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 142 Ex.] 

YEAS—95 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 

Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Franken 
Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 

Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCain 
McCaskill 
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McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 

Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Strange 
Sullivan 
Tester 

Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—1 

Sanders 

NOT VOTING—4 

Burr 
Perdue 

Risch 
Stabenow 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session. 

f 

COUNTERING IRAN’S DESTA-
BILIZING ACTIVITIES ACT OF 
2017—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that following the 
vote on the motion to proceed to S. 722, 
the Senate proceed to a period of morn-
ing business for debate only, with Sen-
ator WICKER recognized for 12 minutes, 
to be followed by Senator MERKLEY for 
12 minutes; and that following those 
remarks, the Senate stand in recess 
subject to the call of the chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Under the previous order, all 

postcloture time has expired. 
The question is on agreeing to the 

motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

f 

COUNTERING IRAN’S DESTA-
BILIZING ACTIVITIES ACT OF 2017 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 722) to impose sanctions with re-

spect to Iran in relation to Iran’s ballistic 
missile program, support for acts of inter-
national terrorism, and violations of human 
rights, and for other purposes. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the bill, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, with an amendment to 
strike all after the enacting clause and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Countering Iran’s Destabilizing Activities 
Act of 2017’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 
Sec. 3. Regional strategy for countering conven-

tional and asymmetric Iranian 
threats in the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

Sec. 4. Imposition of additional sanctions in re-
sponse to Iran’s ballistic missile 
program. 

Sec. 5. Imposition of terrorism-related sanctions 
with respect to the IRGC. 

Sec. 6. Imposition of additional sanctions with 
respect to persons responsible for 
human rights abuses. 

Sec. 7. Enforcement of arms embargos. 
Sec. 8. Review of applicability of sanctions re-

lating to Iran’s support for ter-
rorism and its ballistic missile pro-
gram. 

Sec. 9. Report on coordination of sanctions be-
tween the United States and the 
European Union. 

Sec. 10. Report on United States citizens de-
tained by Iran. 

Sec. 11. Exceptions for national security and 
humanitarian assistance; rule of 
construction. 

Sec. 12. Presidential waiver authority. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ACT OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM.—The 

term ‘‘act of international terrorism’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 14 of the 
Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–172; 
50 U.S.C. 1701 note). 

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 14 of the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 
(Public Law 104–172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note). 

(3) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign per-
son’’ means a person that is not a United States 
person. 

(4) IRANIAN PERSON.—The term ‘‘Iranian per-
son’’ means— 

(A) an individual who is a citizen or national 
of Iran; or 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of 
Iran or otherwise subject to the jurisdiction of 
the Government of Iran. 

(5) IRGC.—The term ‘‘IRGC’’ means Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

(6) KNOWINGLY.—The term ‘‘knowingly’’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 14 of the 
Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–172; 
50 U.S.C. 1701 note). 

(7) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term ‘‘United 
States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to the 
United States; or 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of the 
United States or of any jurisdiction within the 
United States, including a foreign branch of 
such an entity. 
SEC. 3. REGIONAL STRATEGY FOR COUNTERING 

CONVENTIONAL AND ASYMMETRIC 
IRANIAN THREATS IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
every 2 years thereafter, the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and the Director of National Intel-
ligence shall jointly develop and submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a strategy 
for deterring conventional and asymmetric Ira-
nian activities and threats that directly threat-
en the United States and key allies in the Mid-
dle East, North Africa, and beyond. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by sub-
section (a) shall include at a minimum the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A summary of the near- and long-term 
United States objectives, plans, and means for 

countering Iran’s destabilizing activities, in-
cluding identification of countries that share 
the objective of countering Iran’s destabilizing 
activities. 

(2) A summary of the capabilities and con-
tributions of individual countries to shared ef-
forts to counter Iran’s destabilizing activities, 
and a summary of additional actions or con-
tributions that each country could take to fur-
ther contribute. 

(3) An assessment of Iran’s conventional force 
capabilities and an assessment of Iran’s plans to 
upgrade its conventional force capabilities, in-
cluding its acquisition, development, and de-
ployment of ballistic and cruise missile capabili-
ties, unmanned aerial vehicles, and maritime of-
fensive and anti-access or area denial capabili-
ties. 

(4) An assessment of Iran’s chemical and bio-
logical weapons capabilities and an assessment 
of Iranian plans to upgrade its chemical or bio-
logical weapons capabilities. 

(5) An assessment of Iran’s asymmetric activi-
ties in the region, including— 

(A) the size, capabilities, and activities of the 
IRGC, including the Quds Force; 

(B) the size, capabilities, and activities of 
Iran’s cyber operations; 

(C) the types and amount of support, includ-
ing funding, lethal and nonlethal contributions, 
and training, provided to Hezbollah, Hamas, 
special groups in Iraq, the regime of Bashar al- 
Assad in Syria, Houthi fighters in Yemen, and 
other violent groups across the Middle East; and 

(D) the scope and objectives of Iran’s informa-
tion operations and use of propaganda. 

(6) A summary of United States actions, uni-
laterally and in cooperation with foreign gov-
ernments, to counter destabilizing Iranian ac-
tivities, including— 

(A) interdiction of Iranian lethal arms bound 
for groups designated as foreign terrorist orga-
nizations under section 219 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189); 

(B) Iran’s interference in international com-
mercial shipping lanes; 

(C) attempts by Iran to undermine or subvert 
internationally recognized governments in the 
Middle East region; and 

(D) Iran’s support for the regime of Bashar al- 
Assad in Syria, including— 

(i) financial assistance, military equipment 
and personnel, and other support provided to 
that regime; and 

(ii) support and direction to other armed ac-
tors that are not Syrian or Iranian and are act-
ing on behalf of that regime. 

(c) FORM OF STRATEGY.—The strategy re-
quired by subsection (a) shall be submitted in 
unclassified form but may include a classified 
annex. 
SEC. 4. IMPOSITION OF ADDITIONAL SANCTIONS 

IN RESPONSE TO IRAN’S BALLISTIC 
MISSILE PROGRAM. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Secretary of the Treasury and 
the Secretary of State should continue to imple-
ment Executive Order 13382 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note; 
relating to blocking property of weapons of mass 
destruction delivery system proliferators and 
their supporters). 

(b) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—The President 
shall impose the sanctions described in sub-
section (c) with respect to any person that the 
President determines, on or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act— 

(1) knowingly engages in any activity that 
materially contributes to the activities of the 
Government of Iran with respect to its ballistic 
missile program, or any other program in Iran 
for developing, deploying, or maintaining sys-
tems capable of delivering weapons of mass de-
struction, including any efforts to manufacture, 
acquire, possess, develop, transport, transfer, or 
use such capabilities; 

(2) is a successor entity to a person referred to 
in paragraph (1); 

(3) owns or controls or is owned or controlled 
by a person referred to in paragraph (1); 
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